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safeguarded, with the result that Prakritisms remained
much embedded here and there in the Sanskrit.

However this be, Dr. Hoernle gives lists of most of the
Prakritisms, if not of all, dealing with them under the
heads of phonology, contractions, sandhi, nominal and
verbal inflexions, stem-formation, gender, and syntax,
and points out words which occur in both their Sanskrit
and their Prakrit forms. These peculiarities will throw
much light on the study of " mixed " Sanskrit.

The thanks of all scholars are due to Dr. Hoernle on
the successful accomplishment of this long and arduous
work, which has occupied him during twenty-one years,
for it presents them with a complete facsimile of the text,
and a full, thorough, and clear elucidation of the script,
language, composition, age, contents, and all the other
questions that the MS. raises. We must add that to
Mrs. Hoernle's aid is due the preparation of the admirable
English index which completes the usefulness of the
work, and acknowledge the generous patronage of the
Government of India and its Archaeological Department
for the superb manner in which the text itself and all
these labours have been rendered available.

F. E. PARGITER.

THE INDIAN THEATRE : a brief survey of the Sanskrit
Drama. By E. P. HORRWITZ. 8VO. London, Glasgow,
and Bombay: Blackie and Son, 1912.

Mr. Horrwitzt as he explains in his preface, endeavours
"to touch the very soul of the old Sanskrit plays " ; and
he adds with commendable candour that " this could not
always be done without sacrificing technical details, and
making free with the original texts. The dramatic plot
is often paraphrased and presented in a modern garb, in
order to attract the modern mind ". It is not clear to us
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how the method of the book is to be reconciled to its
purpose, how an admittedly garbled narrative of the plot
of a play, couched in a florid style of inferior journalese,
will help the reader to " touch the very soul" of the play.
But the British public is not critical, and will probably
take in all seriousness the first chapter, which is entitled
"In the Court Theatre of Ujain, 1,400 years ago ", and
describes the first representation of the Abhijfiana-lakun-
talam before King " Vikrama " with the detailed precision
of a special correspondent to a provincial newspaper, not
even omitting " the crimson liveries a.nd peach-coloured
waistbands of the black slaves who serve refreshments ",
and the " handsome ruby and diamond clasp ; the letters
U and V ", which hold together the folds of the curtain
and are " daintily interlaced in the time-hallowed nagari
or urban script" (a somewhat remarkable circumstance,
which should give our palaeographers pause). Mr. Horrwitz's
knowledge, as evinced in this chapter and in some other
parts of his book, is like that of Mr. Weller, " extensive
and peculiar "—especially the latter.

L. D. B.

LIFE IN ANCIENT INDIA IN THE AGE OF THE MANTRAS.
By P. T. SRINIVAS IYENGAR, M.A. pp. x, 140.

Madras, 1912.
This is an excellent little work; I have read it with

pleasure and surprise ; pleasure, because it is so good;
surprise, to find an Indian gentleman so thoroughly
a master of the critical method, and so well acquainted
with the works of modern anthropologists. The author,
who is Principal of a College at Vizagapatam founded by
the munificence of Mrs. A. V. Narasingha Rao, starts with
the assumption that the sociological history of India can
be best treated by Indian students trained in the critical
methods of the West, since they are in closer touch with
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